BEDE
He had given to Bishop Aidan a very fair and proper
gelding, which that virtuous bishop (though he used most to
travel on foot) might use to pass over waters and ditches, or
when any other necessity constrained. It fortuned shortly
after, a certain poor weak man met the bishop, and craved
an alms of him. The bishop, as he was a passing pitiful man,
and a very father to needy persons, lighted off, and gave
the poor man the gelding, gorgeously trapped as it was.
The king hearing after hereof talked of it with the bishop,
as they were entering the palace to dinner, and said, cWhat
meant you, my lord, to give away to the beggar that fair
gelding, which we gave you for your own use? Have we
no other horses of less price, and other kinds of rewards to
bestow upon the poor, but that you must give away that
princely horse, which we gave you for your own riding?'
To whom the bishop answered, 'Why talketh your grace
thus? Is that son of a mare dearer in your sight than that
son of God?'
Which being said, they entered for to dine. The bishop
took his place appointed, but the king, coming then from
hunting, would stand a while by the fire to warm him.
Where standing, and musing with himself upon the words
which the bishop had spoken unto him, suddenly he put off
his sword, giving it to his servant, and came in great haste
to the bishop: falling down at his feet, and beseeching him
not to be displeased with him for the words he had spoken
unto him, saying he would never more speak of it, nor
measure any more hereafter what or how much the bishop
should bestow of his goods upon the sons of God.
At which sight the bishop, being much astonied, arose
suddenly and lifted up the king, telHng him that he should
quickly be pleased, if it would please him to sit down, and
cast away all heaviness.
Afterward, the king being at the bishop's request merry,
the bishop contrariwise began to be heavy and sorry; in
such sort, that the tears trickled down by his cheeks. Of
whom, when his chaplain in his mother tongue (which the
king and his court understood not) had demanded why he
wept: *I know/ said he, 'that the king shall not live long.
For never before this time have I seen an humble king.
1 They were both, of course, of Irish stock.
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